Thomas
Lawless

ety
- - pe

T, )

ey
S .:ﬁl' I
-41 F‘I

(1895-1984)

P I

i
-ﬂ'- - b

Traditional Storyteller.
Seanchai e

Tomas Laighleis (Thomas Lawless), was born and died
in Menlo on the edge of the River Corrib. Though
he only recelved a basic education at Menlo national
school, he had a remarkable sense of observation
of his native area. Guided by Professor Tomas de
Bhaldraithe, he wrote Seanchas Thomais Laighleis
(Lore of Thomas Lawless, 1977). The book vividly
describes the social history of the area from
1780 to the 1980s. It recorded religious events,
salmon poaching and flour stealing when
hunger struck. He chronicled the behaviour
of the wildlife of the area but was at his
best when describing the gatherings of
men on Sundays around the large stones,
hallowed meeting places, to discuss local

and world affairs.
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Rugadh agus fuair Tomas Laighleis

(Thomas Lawless) bas, | Mionlach ar

bruach Abhainn na Coiribe. Ce nach

bhfuair se ach bunoideachas 1 scoll

haisiunta  Mhionlaigh, bhi  tuiscint

shuntasach aige ar a cheantar duchais.

Agus e a threoru ag an Ollamh Tomas de

Bhaldraithe, scriobh se Seanchas Thomais

Laighleis | 1977. Deanann an leabhar cur

sios beoga ar stair shoisialta an cheantair o

1780 go dti na 1980i1. Taifeadadh imeachtai

reiligiunacha, poitseail bradan agus goid

pluir nuair a thainig an t-ocras orthu. Chroch

se iompar fhiadhulra an cheantair ach bhi se

ar a dhicheall agus e ag cur sios ar thionoil na

bhfear ar an Domhnach thart ar na clocha mora,

alteanna cruinnithe sainiula, chun cursai aitiula
Tomas Laighléis agus domhanda a phle.

Find Out More

Cuireann sé meacan i mo ghlér amanta nuair a chaithim mo shiil
siar ar an am a raibh mé ag dul ar scoil, gan blas i do bholg 6
d'iosfa do bhricfeasta ar maidin go bhfaighfed cead a dhul abhaile
ag ceathri don ceathair sa trithnéna. Bhi sin maith go leor, di
dhonacht da raibh sé, sa 1a bre4 n6 go dtagadh an Geimhreadh dubh
a mbeifea ag éiri de na creaiti leis an bhfuacht agus gan tada le t4
a théamh sa loméadach a bheadh ort ach dha chloigeann mhéna
sdite in aghaidh a chéile sa tine. An chéir a bhi ann i mo 14, ocrasach
agus lomcheirteach 6 bhliain go bliain—ach anois an cica a bhiodh
ina shi craobh againne, ni thabharfai meas ‘shoe-boy’ anois dé go
bhfaighe siad cicai milse agus ealaineacha eile. Cuireann an obair
sin in adharca na ména mé.

Nil thios agam ¢é mhéad bliain a bhi mé nuair a fuaigh mé ar
scoil ach ti a fhios agam aon rud amhiin agus ti sé deimhnithe fés 6
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T Laighléi Extract from
 nlie b Seanchas Thomdis Laighléis Tomas at his home in Menlo
WIth hIS nieces, 1981 inc[uding hIS handwriting Photo Courtesy Monica Farrell
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Coiste Pobail Duchais

Mionloch, Gort an Chaladh, Coill
Uachtaie agus Cuil Each.
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