Father Francis
Xavier Blake

(c.1757-1832)

Parish Priest & Scholar
Sagart Paroiste & Scolaire

Renowned as a ‘'scholar of more than ordinary

accomplishments’, Father Francis Xavier Blake was the parish

priest of Moycullen from 1786 to 1825. Descended of a

wealthy Galway family, Blake studied for the priesthood

at the Irish College, Salamanca, Spain, where he was
ordained in 1780.

T Y oi&l . . His first parochial assignment was in Ballinrobe,
| Co. Mayo, where he undertook a parish census,
which became the precursor to his lasting
contribution to Corrib history, his census of
Moycullen. The ‘Blake Census’' today remains
an invaluable resource for local historians and
future generations.

At his death, he left £500 for the first

national school in Moycullen, one of the

first built in Ireland after introduction of

- the national system of primary education
In 1831.
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Bhi cail ar Francis Xavier Blake mar
'scolaire thar an ngnach’ a bhi Ina
shagart paroiste 1 Maigh Cuilinn o 1786
-~ go1825. Shiolraigh se de shliocht saibhir
~  na Gaillimhe, agus rinne sé staidéar
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Ba e Baile an Roba, Co. Mhaigh Eo an
chead pharoiste a fuair se, ait ar thug se faol
dhaonaireamh an pharoiste. Ina dhiaidh sin,

Tt Rt Gl L B S ST S scriobh se Census of Moycullen a chuir go mor
¥ /77 | | | lestairnaCoiribe. Is acmhainn riluachmhar, sa

T rd Teddee oL | h la ata inniu ann féin é, Daonaireamh Blake do
staraithe aitiula agus do na gluine ata le teacht.
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Extract from Blake’s list of

the inhabitants of Ballinrobe PR : . .. : .
parish at Christmas 1783 D'fhag se £500 tar eis a bhais don chead scolil

Courtesy Galway Diocesan Archives - néiSi u nta I Maig h CU!“ N n, ceann de Nna Chéad
scoileanna a togadh in Eirinn ach ar tugadh isteach

coras haisiunta bunscolaiochta sa bhliain 1831.
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Blake appreciation plaque Blake's Grave Deerfield House, built by Blake
in Aras Uilinn, Moycullen at tSean Reilig Moycullen as his Moycullen residence
Photo Courtesy Moycullen Heritage Photo Courtesy Sean Lydon Photographer Photo Courtesy Owen Kyne
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